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Report of the Commissioners, 


New York, January 20, 1873. 


Lo the Honorable Alden B. Stockwell, Chairman of the 
Samana Bay Company of Santo Domingo. 


Sir: We, the undersigned, the Commissioners appointed by 
you, on the 4th ult., with directions to proceed to Santo Domingo 
and to negotiate and execute a Convention with the Dominican 
Republic for grants and concessions to the Company of which 
you are Chairman, pursuant to your instructions that day given 
us, have the honor to report as follows: 

We sailed from New York on the 5th ult. in the steamer 
Tybee, and reached Santo Domingo City, the capital of the 
Dominican Republic, on the 14th. Immediately upon our arrival 
we placed ourselves in communication with the Government. 
President Baez was himself temporarily absent from the capital, 
and was at Azua, which is some forty miles to the westward, and 
is the Headquarters of the Army of Observation of the Haytian 
frontier. We, therefore, presented our credentials to Mr. Gautier, 
Secretary of State, and Mr. Del Monte, Attorney-General, who 
received us with much cordiality, and informed us that they 
were themselves fully authorized to negotiate a Convention 
upon the basis of the correspondence which had been had with 
Dr. Samuel G. Howe, of Boston. But perusal of the draft 
submitted by us disclosed so many new features as to elicit from 
those gentlemen the announcement that they considered it practi- 
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cally new throughout, and entirely beyond the limits of any 
discretion vested in the Cabinet. 

In the absence of the Executive, therefore, they declined even 
to discuss our propositions, which took them entirely by surprise 
and suggested apprehensions that to accept them and allow con- 
summation of your projects would be virtually to surrender the 
country to the control of a handful of American merchants. 

Couriers were dispatched immediately for the President, who 
reached the city the morning of the 19th, and gave us an au- 
dience the same day. 

He said he was prepared to execute at once what he called 
the ‘Howe Convention;’ but intimated that such hasty 
consideration as he had been then able to give to our draft in- 
clined him to advise us of its utter impracticability as subversive 
of the whole policy of their government, He assured us, how- 
ever, of his willingness to hear us and to give us the most indul- 
gent consideration—repeating expressions of his admiration and 
regard for the enterprise and greatness of the American people, 
and of his longing desire for closer relations between them 
and the Dominican Republic—and frankly confessing his readi- 
ness to sacrifice all other aspirations, if necessary, in the realiza- 
tion of the prosperity which he prophesied fer his native country if 
he should be able to inaugurate for it a new era of material pro- 
gress under the auspices of capitalists so sagacious and influen- 
tial as those represented by us. 

We, thereupon, went to work, and for ten days had daily and 
almost continuous session at the Executive office, with the Presi- 
dent and all the members of his Cabinet, as well as with other 
principal officers of the Government. 

They urged us to send home the Steamer, and to remain our- 
selves awaiting its return. But to have done so would have ne- 
cessitated a sojourn of many weeks there, and would have in- 
vited the delays which you had particularly charged us to avoid 
if possible. We availed ourselves, therefore, of the discretion 
you had allowed us, and detained the Steamer, living on board 
ourselves and keeping there the packages of gold coin you had 
furnished us, with which, in case of success in the negotiations, 
to make payment in advance of the first year’s rent. And the 
result justified us. 

The discussion was not always gentle, and the chances of sue- 
cess not always bright. But.the President and his principal ad- 
visers became so well persuaded of the wisdom of accession to 
the substantial features of the plan you had yourself, after 
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conference with your associates, instructed us to insist on, that 
finally, by abandoning some claims with regard to which you had 
directed us to exercise discretion, and which were not essential 
to the accomplishment of your real purposes, we procured execu- 
tion of the Convention of which the original, in Spanish, and an 
English translation are herewith submitted. 

In form, it creates a corporation, and then becomes a Treaty 
between the Republic and us as the plenipotentiaries of persons 
possessed, in their corporate capacity, of many of the attributes 
of sovereignty. 

‘The laws of the Republic regulating corporations heretofore 
created, are but little known beyond its own limits ; they are based 
upon the French Civil Code, which is itself in many essential 
respects different from the systems to which English-speaking 
people are accustomed in such matters; and they might be 
found difficult of explanation or proof in the Courts and Ex- 
changes of New York and London—in the markets of which 
cities you must, of course, expect to negotiate most of your 
securities, and to have your largest commercial operations. 

We therefore insisted upon making the Convention express— 
in the usual form of such a regular charter, or act of incorpora- 
tion, as would be granted by Parliament or the Legislature of 
this State to a corporation authorized to carry on any ordinary 
business operation—all the particulars, with regard to the fran- 
chises of the Company, the powers of its Board of Directors 
and the rights and liabilities of the individual shareholders, ne- 
cessary to make it a complete code in itself of the fundamental 
law which the solicitors and Courts of all nations must apply to 





you, and by which only you and your associates are in those re- 
spects to be bound. 

Your own large familiarity with the affairs of great corpora- 
tions had prompted you to furnish us with detailed instructions 
under which we procured for the Company all the widest and 
largest powers and privileges, in each of the aspects of the scheme, 
ever accorded to any corporation by the most liberal of charters 
in the United States or England—with immunity from most of 
the restrictions and limitations which are always imposed where 
the law is most indulgent to joint stock associations. 

The modifications of the “ Howe Convention” which you 
directed us to obtain, and which we actually effected, give the 
Company exclusive jurisdiction for its Officers and Tribunals, 
executive, legislative and judicial, in the Peninsula of Samana, 
and over the waters, Islands and Reefs of the Bay; and enable it 
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to impose and collect there its own duties, taxes, port charges 
&c., for its own use, without any control or interference 
whatever by the Dominican or any other Government. They 
secure traffic between Samana and any point of the Republic 
against imposition of any imposts discriminating against it, and 
entitle it to a deduction of fifteen per cent. of the import duties 
exacted from trade with any of the neighboring ports—two ad- 
vantages which must send every merchant on the Island to 
Samana to buy his goods, instead of to St. Thomas and Curacoa, 
which have heretofore been the entrepots of the West Indies. 
They secure your title to the mines and vast tracts claimed under 
the “ Fabens Contract,” which had been already assigned to you 
and is now ratified by the Senate—they insure much larger 
grants of other lands than were offered by the “ Howe Conven- 
tion,” and much longer terms than were at first contemplated for 
completion of the public improvements to be undertaken; they 
extort many other unusual concessions, almost any one of which 
would guarantee the success of any ordinary venture—and finally, 
by exempting your business from imposts, taxes, assessments 
and charges of every kind, they enable you, by agencies estab- 
lished throughout the different provinces, to carry on, if you 
choose, the entire commerce of a country which is half as large 
as the State of New York, with a salubrious climate and a soil 
unsurpassed for fertility—a country which now has nearly a mil- 
hon of dollars, gold, revenue from its customs-houses—a com- 
merce which can be developed by you to proportions many times 
larger than it has ever heretofore attained. 

The concession of the right to have any of your vessels fly any 
flag you may be entitled to use for it, and yet to be registered 
and treated as a Dominican vessel in the coasting and other trade, 
gives you of course all the carrying business of the country ; 
and the right of all your steamers which may convey freights be- 
tween Samana and any other port of the Republic to participate 
in the privileges at present accorded, under the ‘“ Funkhouser 
Convention,” to the Tybee, and by the terms of which the pro- 
prietors of that steamer enjoy a drawback of 15 per cent. upon 
all the import and export duties on her cargoes, is, of course, of 
great immediate and still greater prospective value. 

In short, we are able to congratulate you upon the inaugura- 
tion under your instructions of the most anomalous and one of 
the most momentous enterprises of modern civilization. Con- 
ducted with the skill and prudence with which you and your 
associates have so signally carried out other great undertakings, 
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there can be no doubt of present rich returns and of results 
larger and larger every year. 


We are most happy to have been the medium of your com- 
munication with patriots so unselfish and statesmen so Sagacious 
and far-seeing as President Baez, the members of his C abinet and 
the eminent citizens who compose the Consulting Senate. They 
realize that the fulfilment of your purposes will give the Re- 
public all the practical benefits and advantages which could have 
resulted to their countrymen from annexation to the United 
States, while it preserves to them their independence and dignity 
as a sovereign State, which is destined to become, under your 
auspices, the foremost of Spanish-American powers. 

They acceded cheerfully to our suggestion that, to put the 
Company beyond the chances of an attempt to annul or question 
its franchises, in the event of accession of a hostile Government, 
it was best that the Convention should be submitted to the 
people, at the polls assembled—and that was done. The 
voting was in progress when we left the Island on the 9th 
instant ; and, from the assurances given us by the citizens of all 
classes at the various ports and places visited by us, we feel con- 
fident that the verdict has been nearly or quite unanimous in rati- 
fication, and that the Convention has thus (in the method intended 
by their Constitution) been made a part of the fundamental and 
immutable law of the Republic. 


It may not be out of place to add that we received from the 
leading foreign merchants on the Island, and from many of the 
Consuls and Commercial agents of European powers, expressions 
of their good-will and best wishes for your undertaking; and 
that we were assured by many enterprising men of business that, 
independent of such immigration as may be made from the 
United States, the free port and city of Samana will be furnished 
with a large and busy population trom the English, Danish, 
Dutch, French and Spanish West Indies, as soon as it becomes 
generally known that there they will have, in absolute security, 
all the rights of person and property guaranteed to residents in 
the most enlightened country in the world. 

After the execution of the Convention, we were handsomely 
entertained by the President at a state ball; and during the 
whole period of our sojourn on the Island we were treated with 
the most cordial hospitality by the citizens. 


Upon leaving the capital city, we made a special denen in the 
Treasury of the Republic of the $150,000 in gold, taking an 
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official receipt and obligation to keep it intact in the original 
packages, subject to the order of the Company in the event of the 
failure of the people to ratify the Convention at the polls. Upon 
furnishing the Company with formal official certificates of the 
ratification by the people, the Government will be entitled to ap- 
propriate that money as payment of our first annual rent in ad- 
vance. 

Arriving at Samana, upon our return from the capital, we had 
the honor to be present when your appointee, Colonel Joseph 
Warren Fabens, was (in anticipation of ratification of the treaty 
by the people) put in formal possession at Samana as resident Goy- 
ernor of the Company, amid the applause of the populace and 
the congratulations of the authorities. 

We reached New York on the 16th instant, and are very re- 
spectfully your obedient servants, 


Burton N. Harrison. 
SAMUEL SAMUELS. 


T. Scorr STEWART. 


SAMANA BAY COMPANY OF SANTO DOMINGO. 


SECRETARY'S OFFICE, 110 BROADWAY, 


New-York, March ist, 1873. 
L order to reply to the numerous inquiries which are daily made in reference to the Samana Bay 


Company or Santo Domrnco, the following circular letter has been prepared. It furnishes a reply 
to most of the interrogatories on file in this office: 


SAMANA.—Samana is a mountainous, but extremely fertile peninsula, about thirty miles in length by 
about twelve miles in width, bounded on the North by the Atlantic Ocean, and on the South by the mag- 
nificent Bay of Samana, and separated from the mainland of the Island on the West by a narrow inlet, 
called the Grand Estero. 

Tue Company’s Domain.—The Samana Bay Company of Santo Domingo has sovereign control 
of the Peninsula of Samana, of the islands, reefs, shores, and waters of the Bay. The Company own 
in fee all the public lands of the peninsula, amounting to say 250,000 acres, which are now being surveyed 
and mapped, and will shortly be offered for sale or lease to actual settlers, in limited quantities, on very 
favorable terms. The Company own large bodies of excellent lands in all parts of the interior. Pend- 
ing the survey of the Company’s lands and their preparation for sale, (a work in which the engineers 
of the Company are now actively engaged,) they do not encourage emigration. Due notice will be given 
by advertisement when there is proper shelter provided for emigrants, and when lands are prepared for 
sale or leasing. 


SANTO DOMINGO.—The Republic of Santo Domingo contains 22,000 square miles, or nearly three 
times the area of the State of Massachusetts, with a total population estimated at 125,000. 


CLIMATE,—The climate of Santo Domingo varies according to elevation and exposure. It may be 
defined as perpetual Summer on the sea-level, the thermometer ranging from 65 to go in the shade; 
and perpetual Spring on the mountains, with a. temperature ranging from 50 to 8o in the shade. In 
some localities, as at Samana, the air is moist and the rains are frequent. In others, as at Monte 
Christi, the air is extremely dry, and rain falls only at certain seasons. Some situations are excellent 
for pulmonary and bronchial complaints. 


S0/L.—The soil varies from the richest black vegetable loam, to a parched surface, fruitful only 
when irrigated. In some localities the grass is always green, and pasture always abundant. The soil 
is usually a strong calcareous clay, and well watered by mountain-streams. There is valley, mountain, 
and plain, dense forest and undulating prairie—in short, every variety of natural condition, each specially 
adapted to certain kinds of culture , Coffee, Cocoa, Cotton, Tobacco, Indigo, Ginger, Pimento, 
Spices, and every other tropical staple. The soil of ann usually very rich, but much of it is 





hilly and covered with primeval forest. 


FRUIT.—Every kind of tropical fruit grows in perfection -at Samana, and in connection with the 
commercial facilities which the Company will afford, when Samana is brought within four days of 
New-York, the peninsula will soon be the source from which the United States will be supplied with 
Oranges, Lemons, Limes, Guavas, Mangoes, Tamarinds, Pineapples, Bananas, Figs, Dates, Cocoa-nuts, 
Plantains, etc. 


AGRICULTURISTS.—The remarkably favorable combination of soil and climate makes the Island 
of Santo Domingo one of the most productive in the world, yielding large and quick returns; 
and the Company desire to encourage industrious and enterprising practical farmers to settle there 
and will provide facilities for passage and transportation at moderate cost, of which due notice will be 
given by advertisement. 


There is almost an unlimited field for agriculture; but, to develop it, some capital is absolutely 
essential. The soil has to be cleared and fenced. Provisions can soon be raised, Plantains, Yams, 
Cassava, Sweet Potatoes, Tomatoes, Egg-plants, Corn, Rice, Millet, etc. But the valuable products for 
export require several years to mature. Coffee and Cocoa begin to bear in from three to five years; 
Sugar-cane in eighteen months. The cultivation of the soil may be advantageously accomplished in 
two ways: First, by hired labor; Native labor can be had at moderate prices, say at $1o or $12 per 
month, or even less, if board is furn'shed. If the supply of native help should not suffice, it is thought 
that an abundant supply can be obtained from Jamaica, Nassau, and the adjacent islands, which are 
densely populated with laborers, who now receive about twenty-five cents per day. Secondly, by colo- 
nies, persons of small capital, who desire to do their own work, should by all means combine in 
colonies of ten, twenty, or fifty families, occupying adjoining tracts, and constructing their school- - 
house, roads, fences, etc., in concert. The men should go out first, after securing a suitable location 
from the Company; they should co-operate in clearing their lands, and erecting their houses and send 
for their families afterward. : 


LUMBER.—The hills of Santo Domingo are covered with Mahogany, Logwood, Fustic, Lignum-Vite, 
Satinwood, Oak, Yellow Pine, and other valuable timber. Portable Saw-Mills would be exceedingly 
profitable, as there is not a single saw-mill now in operation in the country. 


MINES.—The Company own also extensive tracts of valuable mining lands, containing Gold, Silver, 
Copper, and Iron, in the interior; rights to work and occupy which, will in due time be for sale. 


A FREE PORT.—The Company is about to lay out a city upon the peninsula of Samana, and to 
make it a Free Port, collecting only a moderate duty upon imports, sufficient to pay local expenses— 
probably not exceeding 2% per cent ad valorem ; to connect this city with the United States by lines of 
steamers and telegraph; to establish communications with the interior of the Island, and to open the 
Port of Samana, upon equal terms, to the whole world. Lots, wharfage-rights, etc., will in due time 
be offered for sale or lease, in this prospective Metropolis of the West Indies. As a Free Port, 
Samana will soon become an enfrepot for European and American’ commerce with the West Indies and 
South America, also a depot of supplies and naval stores for all ‘nations. 


INCORPORATED COMPANIES.—The Company will soon be prepared to grant Charters to Incorpora- 
ted Companies, for the building of Wagon-roads, Railroads, Telegraph Lines, Sen Sugar- piills, 
and for prosecuting other industrial enterprises. 


INTERNAL COMMERCE.—The Company is about to open the a , of the .Yuna Te by 
removing the obstructions and placing a steamer on the river. When this is done, a trade with the 
interior will at once commence at Samana. 


MECHANICS.—Sober, industrious, and ambitious Mechanics will be needed in the development of 
the country; all applications will be placed on file for reference, and applicants communicated 
with as occasion requires. They will be needed at Samana, to build houses, wharves, warehouses, 
streets, roads, etc., but they are not needed there to- day. At present no lumber is there, very little 
business, and no adequate preparations for the reception of any considerable population. All this will 
soon be changed. The Company have a country, of magnificent resources to develop. This requires 
labor. It can do so only by enlisting. many thousand people of energy and _ intelligence, upon a 
footing of mutual interest and good-\ ill. It proposes to offer every reasonable facility, and to give the 
fullest information. Just as soon as ithe city is located, the steamers running, the marine page 
laid, and the lands ready for rice will advise you ‘of the facts. 
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At present the individual shareholders will not dispose of any stock, their estimate of its falda! § far 
exceeding the probable views of the public. 


EXCURSION.—A rumor has obtained currency that an excursion is proposed by the Company. 
This is unfounded. One is said to be in anticipation by some gentlemen who propose to visit the 
Island in a steamer chartered for the purpose, taking their families with them for a few weeks. 

If this plan should be consummated, which is extremely doubtful, I will, when the details and 
time of departure are fixed, advise any applicant by letter. 


STEAMERS.—At the present time the Company own but one steamer, the “Tybee.” She leaves 
New-York each month, and,makes the passage in about six days. The fare is eighty dollars gold. 
It is probable that the Company will speedily place larger and finer steamers on the line, and reduce 
the price of passage to the lowest rate possible, it being their policy to secure the presence of a large 
number of industrious, sober, intelligent citizens, who shall give character to the settlement, and con- 
stitute the foundation of a state based upon the highest intelligence. 


BANK.—After a few weeks the Bank ef Samana will be established with sufficient capital to furnish 
the circulation, and facilities necessary for the prosecution of business, not only at Samana, but in 
bf 


every part of the West-Indies and “Spanish Main.” Its circulation will be redeemable in gold coin, at 
Samana and in New-York, on demand. 


CLERGYMEN, LAWYERS, TEACHERS, and influential persons, frequently inquire whether small colo- 
nies, organized by them for specific purposes, such as the culture of Cotton, Sugar, Cocoa, or To- 
bacco, etc., will be welcomed, the colonies to be under their supervision and instruction, 

The presumption in such cases is, that such settlers would be exceptionally desirable, and definite 
proposals for such colonies will be received, and command consideration and reply. 

There are many inquiries from professional gentlemen, proposing to invest small means and reside 
on the Island. Every facility will be given to such settlers, and: specific information on any point may 
be had by advising me, stating the precise information desired. 


INFORMATION.—For exact instruction in regard to soil, climate, productions, and other col- 
lateral information, I would advise you to consult the “Report of the Commission of Inquiry to Santo 
Domingo,” published by the Government in 1871, copies of which may be had (probably, and to a lim- 
ited extent,) upon application to your Senator at Washington; also, ‘ Hazard’s Santo Domingo,” pub- 
lished by Harper & Brothers, New-York; and “Life in Santo Domingo, by an Actual Settler,” 
published by Carleton & Co., New-York. 

This latter book is the diary of an actual settler, and it gives an accurate and reliable account of 
the daily work of an agriculturist who emigrated in 1862, and recommenced life without capital, and 
with marked success. It is one of the most delightful books ever written, and, I am assured, may be 


sately relied on as a hand-book, so far as it goes. 
The other volumes abound with accurate and detailed scant tee completely exhausting all the 


information at present accessible. 


NO GOUNTRY FOR IDLERS.—There is probably no region in the world where idlers and specu- 
lators will find so little to attract them, and no country where persevering industry and intelligence, 
with a moderate capital, will produce so rich a result. To the native of New-England and the North- 
west, who has sufficient means, and to whom the rigorous climate of the Northern winter is a per- 
petual menace, Santo Domingo will furnish a home where he may enjoy a perfect climate, with all the 
necessaries of life at extremely low prices, and regular mail communication with all parts of the 
world, Living is very cheap: best beef five cents a pound, and Yogetables and fruit in great abundance. 


PROTECTION.—The Company Boieider He arrangements already made, adequaté for present pro- 


tection. With the growth of the community on the American model will probably develop the militia 
system of the United States, which will be the most efficient protection in cases of internal dissension 
there, as here. 

There have been, since the Spanish evacuation, political disturbances, due chiefly to the dissatis- 
faction of two military leaders—Cabral and Luperon. They have apparently been supplied with men, 
arms, and money from Hayti, and have but a very limited following among Dominicans. The “insur- 
rections” called into existence by these malcontents are gene lly preceded by a “ Pronunciamento” 
more formidable than the “revolution” itself. A late dispatch announces an alliance betwecn these 
chiefs, and the promulgation of the usual “ Pronunciamento” frcm the town of Jacmel, in Hayti. 


A strong government will put an end to these irregularities, and it is probable that the present 
undertaking is rather to obtain possession of the rents paid by this Company to the Government, than 
for any other reason. Such disturbances as may occur will be at or near the Haytien frontier, very 
remote from Samana. But none of a serious nature are expected at any point, as the natives all heartily 
desire the cultivation of the Island by the more vigorous races. 

No apprehension is felt concerning the interference of any foreign government. The United States will 
assuredly sympathize with the new government; and the convenience of a free port, repair and coaling 
station, and depot for trade and exchange to all the maritime nations of the world, will secure to the 
Company the good will of all such nations. There appears, therefore, no reasonable fear, but that in 
the hands of a powerful and vigorous company, possessed of ample capital, and administered with 
wisdom and discretion, peace and order will be maintained as assuredly as in the best governed 
modern State. 


HEALTH.—The United States Commissioners gave great attention to this important subject, and in 
their report say: 

“The popular idea that the Dominican territory is particularly unhealthy, is entirely erroneous. The average general health 
and longevity is quite equal to and probably greater than that of the United States, as a whole. Immigrants are not liable to 
any more disturbance of general health in the process of acclimation than are persons who pass from the old to the new States 
of the United States, and, saving upon the sea-coast, the process is so gentle as to escape notice. Taking the year through, 
as much agricultural work can be done, without affecting health, as can be done in our Middle and Western States, and with 
greater results. Persons in all circumstances can here, by selecting their locality, enjoy a delicious climate and abundance of 
fruit, with far less liability to diseases of the lungs, to scarlet fevers, and other epidemics, and without any liability to yellow 
fever. The commission, its attachés, and the gentlemen of the press, numbered thirty-two. The officers and crew of the frigate 
numbered four hundred and ninety-six. This company of five hundred and twenty-eight sojourned in the harbors, (supposed 
to be the most unhealthy parts of the country,) or in the interior of the Island about two months. Few, if any, had been accli- 
mated ; nevertheless, there was but one case of mortal disease, and that from causes unconnected with climate; there was no 
case of malignant fever, and none of severe sickness among them.” 


Then again: 
“Tn the descendants of Americans, so called, numbering now about five hundred, the deaths for the last year amounted to 


three; one the result of accident, and the other two, over seventy years of age, from disease. So far as the natives and accli- 
mated inhabitants are concerned, the whole district may be deemed very decidedly healthy.” 


In the warmer portions of the island unacclimated persons should observe judicious precautions, 
such as moderation in labor, avoidance of the noon-day sun and rain, and temperance in food and 
drink. ; 

The population of the peninsula in 1870 was 2000. From July 14, 1870, to February 1, 1871, there 
were 14 deaths, aged respectively 80, 80, 76, 60, 43, 40, 27, 26, 16, 11, and 6 years,*4 months, and two 
unknown. For the same period, the births were 86. It will be observed that an unusually large pro- 
portion were old people, and that but/a single death occurred among infants, 


A PAMPHLET is in preparation which will give information concerning the Island—climate, popu- 
lation, productions, together with the Company’s grant, an accurate map, and such facts concerning the 
business and probable intentions of the Company, as shall be at that time determined upon. And new 
editions covering any additional fagts ill be issued at least semi-annually. 


INDUCEMENTS. —Inquiries as to the inducements which the Company will oe are of constant 
occurrence. It is difficult to answer the question satisfactorily in any given case. The abet state- 
ment of facts will enable each person to judge for himself. 

For the invalid there is the ed | cious climate, and the resources of fiat and flood, and forest. 
For ane old, there is repose, aa ease which the climate and surounnes engender. For the 
young and gia | EEE ie a new coun on . 


the openers of : ies produntigagh' r the manu actures of the producing nations—and for all 
government, and liberal and considera > usage, with fre ee-trade and free opportunities. The 
made ‘its: way where winter chokes the co and solidifies the earth during more‘ tk 
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CONVENTION 


FOR THE LEASE OF THE 


PENINSULA AND BAY OF SAMANA. 


AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES. 





It is hereby agreed and concluded, by and between the Govy- 
ernment of the Dominican Republic, represented by Senor Manuel 
Maria Gautier, Secretary of State for the Interior, Police and Agri- 
culture, and Acting Secretary for Foreign Affairs, its Agent there- 
to duly authorized, of the one part, and, of the other part, Messrs. 
Samuel Samuels, T. Scott Stewart and Burton N. Harrison, Com- 
missioners of the Company, hereinafter entitled the “ Samana Bay 
Jompany of Santo Domingo,” thereto duly authorized, as fol- 
OWS: 


ARTICLE I. 


The Dominican Republic hereby decrees that—for the purpose 
of enlarging the commerce of the Republic; of establishing, by 
neans of lines of steamships and otherwise, a direct trade 
vith all parts of the world; of increasing, by means of railroads 
nd other works of public utility, the traftic between places in the 
nterior, of the country ; and of securing, by means of foreign immi- 
ration, a population which shall render efficient aid to the Govern- 
aent of the Republic in developing the resources of its territory, 
nd contribute to the increase of its revenues; and for the 
ther objects and purposes hereinafter expressed or referred to— 

Messrs. ALDEN B. STOCKWELL, GEO. M. PULLMAN, 

SAMUEL G. HOWE, C. K. GARRISON, 
PAUL N. SPOFFORD, SAMUEL SAMUELS, 
FREDERICK SCHUCHARDT, JOHN STEWART, 
SAMUEL L. M. BARLOW, HENRY CLEWS, 

T. SCOTT STEWART, OLIVER AMES, 
JAMES P. SCOTT, . HH WAGRAY, 
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and their associates, successors and assigns, are constituted a 
body politic and corporate, as a community, under the name of 
the “Samana Bay Company of Santo Domingo;” and said 
Company shall have, under that name, perpetual succession, 
and a common seal for all its deeds, and shall possess all the 
rights, privileges and powers usual to corporations in the 
United States of America, 

The Capital Stock of the Company shall be Eight Hundred 
Thousand Dollars, current money of the United States of America, 
divided into eight thousand shares, of the par value of one hun- 
dred dollars each. But the said capital and the number of shares 
may be increased, from time to time, by a vote of not less than 
two-thirds of the authorized capital then outstanding—which in- 
crease shall represent the value of the property and improvements 
acquired or created by or under the authority of the Company, 
and as the Company may, from time to time, deem necessary. 

The Company has the right. power and authority to set its 
own value, from time to time, upon its grants, concessions and 
other property, and to represent the same by the issue of bonds ~ 
or of full paid stock, or of both—provided, however, that the first 
valuation so made after the organization of the Company shall 
not exceed Twenty Millions of Dollars of Capital Stock and Ten 
Millions of Dollars of Bonds. 

No subscriber to the capital or holder of shares in the Company 
shall be individually liable, jointly or severally, for any debt or 
liability of the Company, or for any demand against it, beyond the 
par value of the stock subscribed by him, or of the shares he holds 
in the Company; and no holder or holders of stock in the Company 
shall be proceeded against for the collection of any debt of the 
Company or demand against it, until judgment thereon shall 
bave been obtained against the Company, and an execution on 
such judgment shall have been returned unsatisfied in whole or 
in part ; and no holder of full paid stock in the Company shall be 
individually liable, jointly or severally, for any debt or liability 
of the Company, or for any demand against it. 


ARTICLE Il. 


The business and affairs of the Company shall be managed 
by a Board of Directors. The number of the Directors shall be 
twenty-one. They may be severally citizens of the Dominican 
Republic, or citizens or subjects of any other Power. They shall 
severally be stockholders in the Company, and shall, after the 
first year, be elected by the stockholders at their annual meet- 
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ings. But, if it shall happen that an election of Directors shall 
not be had on the day designated by the By-Laws, when it ought 
to have been held, the Company shall not for that reason be dis- 
solved, and shall not incur any lapse or forfeiture of’ any of its 


_vights, franchises, or privileges ; and it shall be lawful to proceed, 


on any other day, with the election of Directors, as the By-Laws 
shall, from time to time, provide ; and all acts of existing Direct- 
ors shall be valid, and binding as against the Company, until the 


election of their successors. 


The persons in the first of these Articles named shall organize 
the Company and, for the first year, shall be Directors, and to- 
gether with such agit as they may appoint (but they shall not 
exceed twenty-one in all) shall constitute the Board of Directors 
until the election of their successors. 

The stockholders shall elect, at their first Annual Meeting, the 
full number of twenty-one Directors, who shall thereupon classify 
themselves by lot in three classes, to be known respectively as 
the first, second and third class, of seven members each. The 
seven members of the first class shall be Directors for three years ; 
the seven members of the second class shall be Directors for two 
years; and the seven members of the third class shall be Direc- 
tors for one year. 

At each of the subsequent Annual Meetings of the stock- 
holders they shall elect seven Directors, who shall be successors 
of the class of which the official term has then ended, and _ shall 
be Directors for three years thereafter. 

Meetings of the Board of Directors, and stockholders’ Meet- 
ings may be held at Samana, at Santo Domingo, in the United 
States of America or elsewhere, as the Company may, from time 
to time, provide by the By-Laws. 

The time for the first Annual Meeting of the stockholders 
shall be the first Wednesday after the first day of January, 
1874. 

All elections shall be by ballot; and each Stockholder pre- 
sent in person, or by proxy, shall be entitled to as many votes as 
he has shares of stock standing in his name on the books of the 
Company. The persons receiving the ereatest number of votes 
cast shall be Directors. 

When any vacancy shall happen among the Directors, whether 
by death, resignation, or otherwise, it shall be filled, in such man- 


ner as may be provided by the By-Laws, for the remainder of the 


unexpired term of the person replaced. 
The Board of Directors may, from time to time, Bet: By- 
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Laws and Rules not inconsistent with the provisions of the 
Articles of this Convention, as they may think proper, for the 
government of the Company and the regulation of its business 
and affairs ; but this power shall be subject to the limitations which 
may be imposed by Resolutions adopted, from time to time, at 
Stockholders’ Meetings at which a majority at least of the then 
authorized Capital Stock shall be represented and the holders 
thereof shall be present and voting in person or by proxy. 


ARTICLE I. 


The Company has full power to acquire, by purchase or other- 
wise, property of any and every kind, whether real or personal, 
in the United States of America, in the Dominican Republic or 
elsewhere, and to transfer the same or any of it, and to mortgage 
or otherwise encumber it, and to lease, rent or exchange it ; and 
to establish and carry on any or every kind of business and 
operations in the United States of America, at Samana, in the 
Dominican Republic or elsewhere, when and as it may, from time 
to time deem proper. 

The Company may issue Bonds of any kind, from time to time, 
in such amounts and for such sums as it may deem proper, bear- 
ing interest at not exceeding eight per cent. per annum, and pay- 
-able principal and interest as, where and when the Company may, 
from time to time, deem proper—at Samana, at Santo Domingo, in 
the United States of America or elsewhere; and may secure the 
payment of the principal and interest of such Bonds by mortgag- 
ing the whole or any of the grants, concessions or other property 
of the Company, or otherwise—provided, however, that the 
ageregate of Bonds (other than the Special Bonds authorized by 
Article [X.) at any one time out standing shall not exceed one 
half of the Capital Stock, at that time authorized by the Com- 
pany. 

The government of the Dominican Republic has power to in- 
spect or to order the inspection of the books of the Company. 


ARTICLE IV. 


The rights, privileges and immunities which, by the projected 
Treaty with the United States of America, known as the “ Con- 
vention” for the lease of the Bay and Peninsula of Samana, 
dated November 29th, 1869, were ceded to the United States of 
America, are granted and conceded by this Convention to the 
said the Samana Bay Company of Santo Domingo, to be enjoyed 
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by the Company, its successors and assigns, as fully as the same 
were conceded to the United States of America by said Treaty. 

The Company is granted and conceded, in fee- simple, absolute, 
all the public lands in the Peninsula of Biri and those in the 
Reefs and Islands in said Bay, with full right and power to sell 
and dispose of the same, or any thereof, as and when the Com- 
pany may see fit. . 

The Company is also granted and conceded the sole and 
exclusive right and privilege to construct and own wharves and 
piers, bridges and other structures in said Bay, and in and upon 
the Tlands and Reefs therein, and in and upon the waters of the 
Gran Estero, adjacent to the Peninsula, and to assign to others 
the same rights. 

The Company is also granted and conceded the exclusive 
right and privilege to collect in said Peninsula, Islands, Reefs 
and waters, for its own use and benefit, all such port dues, 
_wharfage and other charges, und such duties and taxes, as it may, 

from time to time, establish and order to be collected. 

The immunities and privileges enjoyed by the citizens or 
subjects of any power whatsoever, in respect to their trade 
between any foreign port and the ports of the Republic, shall be 
accorded to the traffic between the Peninsula or Bay of Samana, 
and any place within the Republic; and such traffic shall be 
subjected to no greater imposts or duties. 

Samana shall be considered a producing country; and all 
goods exported from there for any place in the Republic shall en- 
joy the deduction of duties accorded to the products of the most 
favored producing country. 

Every person immigrating under the auspices of the Com- 
pany, as well as all the officers, agents, and employees of the Com- 
pany, shall be exempt from any military or naval service from 
which citizens of the Dominican Republic are exempt in the 
United States of America; and they shall enjoy the other rights 
which Dominicans enjoy in the said United States, under the 
Treaty of Friendship, Commerce, Navigation, ete., concluded 
between the two Nations. 

ARTICLE V. 

Whenever the Company considers it necessary to do so, it 
way appoint and employ Executive, Legislative and Judicial 
Officers, with the powers and functions severally which the Com- 


pany may designate for them. 
The Company may also organize, employ, and maintain police 
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and other forces, with the powers which it may deem proper and 
whenever it may consider necessary—to levy and collect the 
duties, taxes, charges, and dues established by the Company— 
to preserve order—and to carry out any of the objects of this 
Convention. 

And such officers and police shall have exclusive jurisdic- 
tion in the Peninsula of Samana, the waters of the Bay adja- 
cent thereto, the Reefs and Islands in the Bay, and the waters of 
the Gran Estero adjacent to the Peninsula. 


ARTICLE VI. 


The Company may build, purchase, lease, or charter any num- 
ber of steamers or other vessels, or both, and may transfer the 
same or any of them, 

All vessels built or purchased by the Company are entitled to 
enjoy the rights, privileges, and immunities allowed to the ves- 
sels of the Dominican Republic or of any citizen thereof, and to 
those conceded to the vessels of any citizen or subject of the 
most favored nation. 


Any of the vessels built or purchased by the Company may > 


sail with the Dominican flag, or with any other flag which the 
Company may have a right to use; and any of them may be re- 
gistered as Dominican property, in conformity with the laws 
of the Republi. 

No discrimination shall be made or allowed by the Dominican 
Republic, at any time, against any vessel of the Company. 

All the vessels of the Company which carry the American or 
Dominican flag. may be manned and officered by citizens of 
either the United States of America or of the Dominican Re- 
public. | | 

ARTICLE VIL. 

The Company may, by agreement with the proprietors there- 
of, become the owner of, assume, be entitled to, possess and en- 
joy all the privileges, rights and immunities granted to Joseph 
Warren Fabens, in the contract and the supplement thereto 
made with him for the geological and mineralogical explora- 
tion, the survey and the mensuration of the different Provinces 
of the Republic—which contract is dated the 3d of July, 1868, 
and is now the property of the Santo Domingo Company of 
New York. 

The Samana Bay Company of Santo Domingo may also, by 
agreement with the proprietors thereof, become the owner of, 
and may assume, and be entitled to enjoy each and all of the 
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privilépes: rights and immunities of the concession accorded, 
under date of the 8th of October, 1868, to Robert M. Funk. 
houser and his associates, for the establishment. of lines of 
steamers. 

And,when said rights are so acquired by the Company, (as well 
those under the eeerion entered into with Mr. Funkhouser 
on the 8th of October, 1868, as those which proceed from or 
may be claimed under the Goneenet of the 3d of July, 1868, to 
which the Santo Domingo Company of New York is éntitled\) 
the Dominican Government will recognize and treat them as the 
absolute right and property of the Samana Bay Company of 
Santo Domingo; and, at the end of the terms respectively of 
‘said grants and concessions, the Company shall have the right to 
obtain renewals thereof, upon the same conditions if they are 
agreeable to both parties. 


ARTICLE VIII. 


The Company may establish, at Samana, a Bank of emission, 
deposit and discount, with all the rights and privileges usually 
enjoyed by such Banks in the United States of America. 

The Capital Stock of the Bank may be Fifty Thousand Dol- 
lars, and may be increased, from time to time, as the Company 
may consider necessary. 

The principal office of the Bank shall be at Samana; but the 
Company may establish Agencies and Branch Banks in <e City 
of Santo Domingo, and at any other places in the Dominican Re- 
public, the United States of America or elsewhere. 

The Bank shall not have, at any time, in circulation, any 
issue of paper currency exceeding in amount the authorized and 
then paid-up Capital Stock. 

Whenever the Company shall consider it proper to establish 
(in the City of Santo Domingo or elsewhere in the Republic) 
a Branch Bank, it shall, in order to issue notes therefrom, make 

a deposit in the Exchequer of the Dominican Government of 
mortgages of property in the Republic of value sufficient to 
insure the redemption of such notes—though the Company may 
substitute for mortgages any other deposit, of sufficient value 
to secure the redemption of the issue of such notes—and, once 
guaranteed, as aforesaid, they shall be received at the offices of 
the Exchequer of the Republic in payment of municipal revenues, 
of purchases of public lands, and of all kinds of imposts, except 
import and export duties, port charges, and such other charges 
as are collected at the Customs Houses,. 
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ARTICLE IX. 


The Company may construct, maintain and operate Railroads, 
Canals, Telegraph Lines and Wagon Roads, from the Bay of 
Samana, or from any other point or place, to any of the property 
of the Company—which works, when and as constructed, shall 
be the property of the Company, its successors or assigns. 

For the purpose of making surveys for, and of constructing, 
maintaining, repairing or operating any such works, and for the 
purpose of establishing or conducting any of the operations au- 
thorized by this agreement, the Company, its agents and em- 
ployees, shall enjoy the right of way over and upon all lands within 
the limits of the Dominican Republic; and, for the purpose of 
constructing, repairing or operating any of said works, they have 
the right to occupy and use, free of charge, the public lands upon 
the line of the work, and to take and use every kind of timber, 
wood, stone, and other materials, the property of the Republic, 
which in the opinion of the Company may be necessary for the 
work ; and, upon compliance with the formalities of full indemnity, 
first to be made upon report of experts, according to the require 
ments of the Constitution and laws of the Dominican Republic, 
they shall also have the right to occupy, use or take, as for public 
use, any lands within the limits of the Dominican Republic neces- 
sary to secure the construction of the Railroad, Canal or Wagon 
Road, or the erection of any Telegraph Line. 

For each league of Railroad or Canal, and for each three leagues 
of Telegraph Line or Wagon Road, completed within the period 
of five years foreach work they may hereafter undertake within 
the limits of the Dominican Republic, the Company, its success- 
ors or assigns, are entitled to and shall receive from the Domini- 
can Government aconcession and grant, in fee-simple, of,a square 
league of the public lands, which shall be laid out as follows: 
when one league has been given on the right side, the next shall 
each league of Rail- 
road or Canal, and each three leagues of Telegraph Line or 
Wagon Road corresponding to a square league of land granted 
—which may be located in a zone of two leagues in width to the 
right and to the left of the work. 

If, when the Railroad, or any of the other works above-men- 
tioned is to be laid out, there are no public lands within said 
limits along the line of the work, there shall be granted to the 
Company, orits assigns, other lands of equal value belonging to 
the Republic, of the amount above indicated, or which may be 
necessary to complete it. 





be given on the left, and so on alternately 
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Patents of grants of such lands shall be issued by the Domin- 
ican Republic to the Company or its assigns, when and as each 
league of Railroad or Canal, and when and as each three leagues 
of Telegraph Line or Wagon Road is completed, or is ready for 
use by the public. 

The Company has the right to issue special Stock and special 
Bonds for Railroads, Canals, Telegraphs and Wagon Roads; and 
may secure the payment of any such special Bonds by special 
Mortgage or other encumbrance of the particular work for which 
the Bonds are issued, or otherwise; but no particular issue of 
special Bonds shall exceed the amount of the estimated cost of 
the work for which the issue is made. 

Immigrants who shall purchase lands from the Company, 
Officers, Agents and Employees of the Company, and persons 
trading between Samana and any place in the Dominican Re- 
public, shall not be subjected to imposts greater than those to 
which all the citizens of the Dominican Republic are subjected 
to, or which are not collected as a general tax. 

The Company shall not be taxed or assessed for any of its 
- lands or capital or business or works of public improvement, or 
for the capital or business of the Bank; and shall not be com- 
pelled to make any contributions in respect thereto, or to any- 
thing growing out of them. And always and for all time the Com- 
pany shall be treated as the subjects or citizens of the most 
favored power are treated. 

The Company may organize or authorize the organization of 
any other Company whatsoever, to carry on any of the opera- 
tions or enterprises hereinbefore mentioned; and may transfer 
and assign to any such other Company any of its property, rights 
or privileges which it may deem proper to accomplish the objects 
for which such other Company shall be organized. Any such 
other Company shall be, by such name as the Samana Bay Com- 
pany of Santo Domingo may designate for it, a coporation or 
community, with such succession and such rights and privileges 
of a corporation or community as may be prescribed for it. But 
all such associations shall be under the control and subject to the 
general rules and regulations of the said the Samana Bay Com- 
pany of Santo Domingo, which itself has the right to hold stock 
in any other corporation whatsoever. 

The grants and concessions made by this Convention shall 
be without prejudice to the grants and concessions which have 
been heretofore made to any other person by the Dominican 
Government—but, hereafter, the Government of the Republic 
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shall make no grant or concession similar to any of those hereby 
made, to any person whatsoever, without first offering the same 
to the said the Samana Bay Company of Santo Domingo, and 
allowing it at least thirty days for its acceptance or refusal 


thereof. 


ARTICLE X. 


These grants, concessions, franchises, rights, privileges and 
immunities shall become operative on the Ist day of January, 
1873, and shall continue to be in full force for ninety-nine years 
thereafter (with the exception of the grants and concessions, 
which are for a limited time, and which the Company is author- 
ized to acquire) —upon condition that the Company, its successors 
or assigns, shall pay or cause to be paid to the Dominican Govy- 
ernment the sum of one hundred and fifty thousand dollars in 
American gold, annually, in advance ; which sum shall each year 
be due and payable in advance, on the first day of January of 
each year, at Santo Domingo, the capital of the Republic, or 
at the place which the Dominican Government may designate. 

The first of these payments in advance shall be due and be 
made on the Ist of January, 1873, unless sooner paid. 

The Company and its property are under the joint protection: 
of the Dominican Republic and of the United States of America ; 
and the Company, and its officers and agents, may, whenever 
they think necessary, solicit and accept the protection and inter- 
vention of either the Dominican Republic or the United States of 
America, or of both, as may be necessary. 


ARTICLE XI. 


To become operative, this Convention must be ratified by the 
Consulting Senate, and by the people of the Dominican Republic. 
And it may be declared null and void by the Government of the 
said Republic whenever the Samana Bay Company of Santo Do- 
mingo, its successors or assigns, shall fail to fulfil the conditions 
established in Article X. of this Convention relative to the annual 
payment—except in case of war or of other controlling circum- 
stance duly attested, when thirty days grace shall be allowed, 
counting from the first day of January of the year in which the 
payment should be made. But this Convention shall not be an- 
nulled for any other reason. 


ARTICLE XIL 


All matters requiring administrative or judicial intervention in 
eases arising on the waters of the Bay adjacent to the mainland, 


. 
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or on the western boundary of the Gran Estero, as defined in 
the proposed Treaty with the United States of America, above 
referred to, shall be under the jurisdiction of the Dominican 
Republic exclusively. 


ARTICLE XIII. 


The Dominican Republic hereby agrees with the Samana Bay 
Company of Santo Domingo to make, and to deliver to the 
Company, its successors or assigns, from time to time, upon re- 
quest or demand, all instruments and assurances which may be 
necessary—tor the better use of the grants and concessions by this 
Convention made, or which may hereafter be made to or confer- 
ed upon the Company, its successors or assigns—or for the better 
enforcement of the existing laws of the Republic—and to render 
effective and give the greater force to the measures taken by the 
Company, its successors or assigns, for the better use and en- 
joyment of said grants and concessions; and that this shall be 
done in good faith and promptly upon demand, and when and as 
requested, as well as every other thing which the Company may 
consider proper to secure the accomplishment of the objects of 
this Convention. . 


ARTICLE XIV. 


If there shall arise, at any time, any misunderstanding or 
dispute between the Dominican Republic, or any of the autho- 
rities thereof, and the Company, its successors or assigns, con- 
cerning the true meaning and intent of any of the provisions of 
this Convention, or of the rights, powers, privileges or obliga- 
tions of the Republic and the Company, respectively, hereunder 
or under any Convention or agreement supplemental to this 
Convention, the points and questions concerning the misunder- 
standing or dispute shall be referred to two arbiters, of whom 
one shall be chosen and appointed by the Dominican Re- 
public, and the other by the Company, its successors, or assigns ; 
and the decision in writing of the arbiters so appointed shall 
be final and conclusive. 

If it shall happen that the arbiters appointed cannot agree, the 
opinions in writing of both of them, upon the question, shall be 
submitted by the Government of the Dominican Republic to a 
political personage of Europe, who shall determine the question 
as umpire, and his decision shall be final. 
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ARTICLE XV. 


The Sama.:. Bay Company of Santo Domingo promises to use 
its best efforts and to take the necessary steps to obtain the ad- 
mission into the United States of America, free of all duties, of 
all the products and manufactures of the Dominican Republice 
which are forwarded directly from Samana to any of the ports 
of the United States of America. 

Done in duplicate and in good faith, in the city of Santo Do- 
mingo, the Capital of the Dominican Republic, the twenty-eighth 
day of December, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight 
hundred and seventy-two. 


Manvuet Maria GAUTIER, 
SAMUEL SAMUELS. 

T. Scorr STEWART. 
Burton N. Harrison. 
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